
A Field Research Safety Program (FRSP) is essential for organizations and institutions that send 
researchers into the field, whether it's for scientific, archaeological, anthropological, or any other type of 
fieldwork. This program ensures that researchers are equipped to handle the unique challenges they 
may face in various environments and that they understand how to mitigate potential risks. 

A comprehensive Field Research Safety Program should address the following components: 

1. Risk Assessment: Before any fieldwork, there should be an in-depth risk assessment. This should 
consider the specific location, the activities being undertaken, potential hazards, the local 
environment, political situation, health risks, and any other potential threats. 

2. Training: Researchers should be trained on the specific risks they might encounter. This includes 
both general safety training and specialized training tailored to the particular research and 
location. 

3. Equipment and Supplies: Depending on the nature and location of the fieldwork, researchers 
may need specialized equipment. This can range from protective clothing to communication 
devices, to first-aid kits. 

4. Communication Protocols: There should be established protocols for staying in touch with 
researchers in the field. This might include daily check-ins, GPS tracking, or satellite phones in 
remote areas. 

5. Emergency Response Plan: Should something go wrong, there needs to be a clear plan for how 
to respond. This might involve local emergency services, evacuation plans, or specialized rescue 
teams. 

6. Health Precautions: Some field locations may pose specific health risks, such as exposure to 
certain diseases. Researchers might need vaccinations, prophylactic medications, or specialized 
training on health precautions. 

7. Local Knowledge and Liaisons: Engaging with local communities or hiring local guides can be 
invaluable. They can provide insights into local risks, cultural nuances, and can often help 
navigate unforeseen challenges. 

8. Insurance and Evacuation Coverage: Ensure that there's adequate insurance for researchers in 
the field, especially if they're in remote or high-risk areas. This should cover medical 
emergencies, evacuations, and other potential incidents. 

9. Continuous Learning and Feedback Loop: After fieldwork is completed, there should be 
debriefings and opportunities for feedback. This can help refine the safety protocols and address 
any issues that might have arisen. 

10. Cultural Sensitivity and Ethical Conduct: It’s crucial that researchers are trained to be respectful 
of local customs, traditions, and laws. Ethical conduct should be emphasized at all times. 

By implementing a robust Field Research Safety Program, organizations can ensure that their researchers 
are well-prepared, protected, and can complete their work effectively without undue risk. 

 


